M: 12-42-7 c. 1846
Awkard-Diggins Property

Big Woods Community

Private

Although no house was built on this land, it was part of
the historical community of Big Woods since the antebellum
19th century. 1In 1846 it was part of the tract purchased by a
free black minister, Rev. Elijah Awkard. Later in the early
20th century it was purchased by a descendant of a nearby family
who settled in the community soon after the Civil War.
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North side of Big Woods Rd.
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XK LAND __BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
Neo _NO __MILITARY X OTHER
Foees7s
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

M.C. Diggins, et. al. Telephone #: 972-8481

sTreeT& NUMBER ¢ /0 Feed Stearns
21140 Beallsville Rd.

CITY. TOWN sTaTe , zip code
— Dickerson ___ VICINITY OF Md.
IHLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 298/156

COURTHOUSE. . Folio #:
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Montgomery County Courthouse
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Rockville Md.
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DESCRIPTION M-iZ

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —_ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

According to oral informant Florence Hallman, there

was never a house on this tract of land. Today it is a

wooded lot.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



€l SIGNIFICANCE M:12-42.7

_ PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOQLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION —__MILITARY __SQCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC —THEATER
—.1800-1899 _COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSQPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS _ INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __QOTHER (SPECIFY)
N/A _INVENTION Part of historical
communi ty
© SPECIFIC DATES c. 1846 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This tract was originally part of Rev. Elijah Awkard's property in
the antebellum 19th century. He was a free black person. According to the
will RWC 6/347, Awkard purchased this land (37 acres) from William Brewer
in 1846. 1In his will he divided his land in half, giving the southern-
most tract to his grandson Jeremiah Awkard. This tract is a part of that
southern portion. Jeremiah Awkard inherited the land in 1883. The 1land

1s later acquilired by Mabel Awkard Talley, the daughter of Jeremlah Awkard,
and in 1919 she conveyed it to John H,A, Awkard as recorded in deed 282/31.
In 1920, the deed conveying the land to Milton Courtney Diggins and Mabel
B. Diggins was recorded. They continue to own the property. Though
they never bullt a house here, the site 1is significant in that Diggins
was railsed nearby in the log house of his parents (M: 12-42-6). This
* land represents his ongoing desire to retain a link to his ancestral

community.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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